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 Hugs Around Your Neck is published by the 

Ruth Mott Foundation on the occasion of the 
centennial anniversary of Applewood: The Charles 

Stewart Mott Estate in 2016. Applewood Estate is 
o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  R u t h  M o t t 
Foundation, a private family foundation, as a site 

for community engagement and programming 
that connects the Mott Legacy with the residents 

of Flint and Genesee County.  

 This publication supports the Ruth Mott 

Foundationõs mission and the values and conduct 
of its founder Ruth Rawlings Mott that inspire us 

to be welcoming, inclusive, egalitarian, treat 
everyone with respect and dignity, act with 
kindness and good humor, promote civic hope 

and pride, encourage personal responsibility, 
practice prevention, and maintain the òlong view.ó 
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Sarah Elizabeth Warner at age 7 with her father.  
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 Sarah Beth and her best friend, China Bear, sat inside their new 

house, in a new town, looking forlornly out the window. They had 

just moved here from Arkansas, and Sarah Beth had not met anyone.  

Sarah Beth was 8 years old and very tall for her age. 

Sometimes she felt funny that she was so much taller 

than other children. She wondered what the kids in this 

     new city would be like and if they        

       would tease her.  

At least she could always 

count on China Bear to be her 

friend, but right now China 

Bear needed to be cheered up.         
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 òDo not be sad, China Bear. It will 

be okay. I promise. Here are hugs 

around your neck to make you feel   

better,ó Sarah Beth said as she hugged 

her furry friend.  

 òI miss our old house, too, but 

lookñthe sun is shining. I feel like 

exploring. Letõs go outside! My toes 

are just itching to feel the nice, green 

grass out there!ó 
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 Sarah Beth and China Bear 

looked around their new backyard. 

There was a fence with a gate and a 

garden that someone had started. It 

had not been cared for in a long 

time. òI know just what this yard 

needs!ó Sarah Beth declared.  

 òFirst, we need to pull these 

weeds,ó she said as she reached 

down.  

 òAre you sure that is a weed?ó 

China Bear asked with a worried 

look on his face. Suddenly, he no-

ticed something move near Sarah 

Beth. òOh my! What is that!?ó he ex-

claimed as he pointed.  

 òI know! Letõs make the yard into a 

magical garden! I will get my ribbons 

and some paint. Come on, you can 

help!ó she told China Bear as she      

excitedly gathered her things.  
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